Remote Sensing Public Access Center

Proposal: FY99

1. Goals

The Remote Sensing Public Access Center (RSPAC) is one of more than forty (40) projects funded by NASA's Learning Technologies Project (LTP). The two major areas of RSPAC activity are LTP support, particularly technical support to the LTP, and outreach activities, support, and materials for the dissemination of information to the public about NASA, LTP projects and activities, and Earth and space sciences via the Internet, RSPAC Web sites, CD-ROMs, and conferences. 

Our goals are tied to the support needs and requirements of the other members of the LTP community.  

2. Approach

RSPAC will continue to provide high-level technical services and support to the other teams in the LTP.  We will strive to give rapid response to requests for assistance in Web page design and critique, site metrics and analysis, programming, graphics arts, databases, content editing, and production as needed.  

We will also continue to provide support to the LT projects in outreach activities on a national and regional scale. RSPAC will continue to design and produce materials such as bookmarks, brochures, and other items that promote the LTP and the individual component projects.

2.1 Implementation Strategies

We plan to achieve the goals set forth above in the areas of technical support and outreach activities for LTP.

2.1.1 Technical Support

To accomplish the goals set forth above, with RSPAC as an LTP help desk, and as a focal point for technical project support, RSPAC will:

Support the individual Cooperative Agreement Teams (CATs) in meeting their project needs during 1999.  To do this, each LTP will be contacted on a regular basis to determine needs in graphics, programming, and systems support. 

In a secure area under the publicly accessible LTP site is the LTP management site (http://learn.ivv.nasa.gov/ltpmgmt) .  LTP participants go to this site for LTP information, contacts, monthly report submission forms, and the LTP calendar.  We will continue to maintain this site with up-to-date and secure information for the LTP community.  This site will continue to be updated and maintained.

LTP informational support will continue to be found in the Developer's Workshop site (http://developers.ivv.nasa.gov).  This information includes conference information, LTP contact information, technical information/support, educational resources, and a copy of the current LTP Bulletin, as well as an archive of previous LTP Bulletins.

The RSPAC team will continue to meet the needs of the individual LTP projects, especially in the areas of graphics and programming.  Mirroring, testing and evaluation (T&E), and metrics will continue to be offered to the LT projects upon request. We will establish a regular T&E schedule for those who want these services.

2.1.2  Outreach Support

RSPAC will continue to provide high-level outreach support to the LTP community. These activities include the following:

RSPAC will work with the CATs to continue placing NASA’s educational materials on the Observatorium.  The Observatorium will continue to be used for outreach activities, and to make NASA educational information readily available to the public. We will give more emphasis to the individual projects through Observatorium articles and features. 

RSPAC will use the LTP Web site  (http://learn.ivv.nasa.gov) to ramp up promotion of LT projects. To do this we will increase the site's profile by directing more of our marketing and public relations activities, conference support and materials, especially for educators, toward this and other LTP sites.  Consequently, we will be drawing more attention to it, especially among educators, thus directing more educators to the individual LT projects.  We will roughly measure the success of this campaign through monitoring of hits and comparing them to past performance.

Bookmarks, stickers, brochures, postcards, and other promotional materials will be created for use at regional and national conferences.

RSPAC will provide LTP outreach at 1999 regional and national conferences.  The conferences that RSPAC plans to support are listed under item 6, below. The list may be modified as other factors may dictate, and as more detailed information becomes available. 

2.2 Collaboration With Other LTP Centers

RSPAC, which may be considered a help desk, or job shop for the LTP anticipates working with the Centers and CATS in providing support in as many ways as we can.  We can relieve some of the technical burdens that projects may encounter in programming, graphics, T&E, systems questions, and other areas. We have a team of highly experienced Web programmers, systems personnel, graphics artists, and content specialists, especially in Earth and space sciences. Several of these have been teachers or are pursuing advanced degrees in education.  As noted above we will be communicating with the LT projects about providing support services.

3. Milestone Timeline

All RSPAC support, and most outreach, activities are determined by the needs of our LTP customers.  RSPAC will have all project work finalized by mid-July 1999 because the project ends 31 July, 1999. 

4.  Deliverables

RSPAC deliverables are determined by the products and services provided to the LTP activities. These may be programs, graphics, databases, conference materials and support, handouts, or information. We will continue to strive to provide deliverables on time and within budget, as we have in the past.

5.  Evaluation

Evaluation to measure the success of our support will be provided by an e-mailed survey to the project for completed tasks.  Evaluation of the Observatorium and other LTP Web sites will continue to be accomplished by the metrics we collect on hits, bytes transferred, and survey feedback. 

6. Dissemination and Public Relations

RSPAC will continue to provide the educational community, and the general public, with information promoting LTP and the individual projects it supports. We do this through attendance at regional and national conferences, through contact with educators through the Observatorium and other RSPAC sites, the Learning Resource Center at the IV&V facility, and press releases and bulletins.  

Below are conferences we have identified that are closely related to the LTP audience.

Costs listed below are per person and include all lodging, per diem and airfare, and unless indicated, registration fees. 

West Virginia Science Teachers Association,

October 15-17, 1998; Snowshoe, WV; Booth Exhibit and Workshop; $890

Int’l. Society for Technology & Education 

December 1998; Tampa, FL; Booth Exhibit and Workshop; ($1,342 + Registration),

National Science Teachers Association Global Summit

December 1998; San Francisco, CA; Booth Exhibit and Workshop; ($1,074  + Registration)

AACE SITE 99 – Society for Information Technology & Teacher Education International Conference 

February 28 – March 4, 1999; San Antonio, TX Booth Exhibit and Workshop; ($2,599 + Registration)

AACE – M/SET 99 – International Conference on Mathematics/Science Education & Technology 

March 1-4, 1999; San Antonio, TX, Booth Exhibit and Workshop; ($2,599 + Registration),

National Science Teachers Association Annual Meeting 

March 1999; Boston, MA; Booth Exhibit and Workshop; $1778.50

West Virginia University Academic Computing Technology Fair, 

April, 1999; Morgantown, WV; Booth Exhibit and Workshop; $44

AACE ED-Media ED-Telecom – World Conference on Educational Multimedia, Hypermedia & Telecommunications 

June 1999; Seattle, WA; Booth Exhibit and Workshop; $3,212.

LTP PI Conference  

Late Spring 1999; Place TBD

Bell Atlantic World School, 

Date TBD; Charleston, WV; Booth Exhibit and Workshop; $312

7.  Budget ($)

Total Requested
$587,999

